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fights under Aetius against Attila in the great battle cf,   ZKAF. :v.
Chalons; his countrymen endeavour in vain to save Gaul'
from the Suevi and Burgundians.    Not till the Empire
was evidently helpless did they claim a share of the bcoty;
then  Clovis, or Chlodovech, chief of the  Salian tribe,
leaving his kindred the Ripuar:c.ns in their seits on ;he j
lower Rhine, advances from Flanders to wrest Gaul from |
the barbarian nations which had entered it some sixty j
years before.    Few conquerors have had a career of niore j
unbroken success.   By the defeat of the Roman governor!
Syagrhis lie was left master of the northern provinces: the j
Burgundian kingdom in the valley of the Rhone was in |
no long  time  reduced  to dependence:  last of all, the i
Visigothic power was overthrown in one great battle, and i
Aquitaine added to the dominions of Clovis.    Xor were |
the Frankish arms less prosperous on the other side of;
the Rhine.    The victory of Tolbiac led to the submission j
of the Alemanni: their allies the Bavarians followed, and j
when the Thuringian power had been broken by Theo-1
dorich I (son of Clovis), the Frankish league embraced,
all the tribes of western  and southern Germany.    The
state thus formed, stretching from the Bay of Biscay to j
the Inn and the Ems, was of course in no sense a French,!
that is to say, a Gallic  monarchy.    Nor, although  the j
widest and strongest empire that had yet been founded by j
a Teutonic race, was it, under the Merovingian kings, a
united kingdom at all, but rather a congeries of princi-
palities, held together by the predominance of a single
tribe and a single family, who ruled in Gaul as masters
over a subject race, and in Germany exercised a sort of
hegemony among kindred and  scarcely inferior tribes.
But towards the middle of the eighth century a change
began.   Under the rule of Pipin of Herstal and his son i
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